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When I assumed the role of Chairwoman of the Board of Trustees 
in 2020, I expected that our campus community would rise to the 
challenge of educating our students during a global pandemic. 
After all, serving students is what we do.

As I reflect back on this past year, I am honored to have 
experienced first-hand the dedication of our staff in supporting 
the needs of students. With a renewed commitment to excellence 
and a passion for education under the leadership of Interim 
President Bill Reuter, the faculty and staff of SUNY Erie strive to 
elevate the student experience every day.

In the pages that follow, you will experience stories that highlight 
the achievements, excellence, and commitment of the SUNY 
Erie community. These stories represent a small sampling of who 
we are as a College but give you a strong sense of what we can 
accomplish when we work together.

This past year was not without its challenges, yet I continue 
to be amazed at work that is being done across our campuses. 
Personally, I am grateful for the opportunity to welcome the 
College’s next President in 2022 and look forward to working with 
them to further broaden and enhance the student experience.

On behalf of the SUNY Erie Board of Trustees, thank you to the 
residents of Erie County for entrusting your educational needs to 
us. We are proud to have SUNY Erie serve as a catalyst for growing 
our future leaders and advancing the region’s workforce.

Message from the  
Chair Person of 
the Board of Trustees
Danise Wilson 
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When I rejoined the SUNY Erie community 
last summer, I could not have imagined that we 
would go through a full academic year altering 
the way we live, teach and learn. Yet, here we are.

As challenging as this past year was, our 2020-21 
Annual Report tells the story of just how much we 
have to celebrate.

We were honored to welcome County Executive Mark 
Poloncarz, Legislature Chair April Baskin, members 
of the Erie County Legislature, Amherst Town Supervisor 
Brian Kulpa, and members of our College Board of Trustees as 
we dedicated the Center for STEM Studies to the region’s STEM 
workers for their unprecedented work to keep our communities 
safe throughout  
the pandemic.

Our Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion together with our 
Campus Deans, the Student Government Association and the 
Anti-Racism Taskforce offered a robust series of virtual programs 
and discussions to continue the conversation on equity on 
campus.

As we enter our 75th year as a College, we take a retrospective 
look at SUNY Erie then vs now.

Finally, we celebrate our annual award winners, the work of our 
faculty and academic programs, the success of our athletics teams, 
and the appointment of a new Provost.

I would be remiss if I did not recognize our faculty, staff and 
students for persevering through the changes brought on by 
COVID. We are not the same college were we a year ago, yet the 
SUNY Erie pride and spirit remains high among our campus 
community.

As we look ahead to a post-pandemic world, ensuring access 
to education has never been more critical. We look forward to 
continuing our role as the community’s premier college and 
helping to train the future workforce of the region.

Message from the  
Interim President
William Reuter
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The SUNY Erie Diversity Academy continued the dialogue on diversity with the campus 
community through a series of virtual events during the 2020-21 academic year.

November
Dimensions of Gender explored gender roles and expectations and how society uses 
those to try to enforce conformity to current gender norms and how those dimensions 
can vary greatly. 

The Anti-Racism Taskforce, in conjunction with the Pride Center of WNY, hosted a 
virtual Cultural Competency Training for faculty and staff.

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, the Office of Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion presented a screening of Warrior Women followed by a panel of local Native 
activists and representatives of organizations who serve Native American communities 
in WNY. 

January
College Senate and Center for Professional Development incorporated the Racial 
Equity and Inclusion Action (REIA) Plan in Spring 2021 with a listening series of the 
New York Times podcast “Nice White Parents”.

Equity, Diversity &  Inclusion
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February
The Anti-Racism Taskforce held a discussion titled Black and Blue: Policing 
Communities of Color that included a panel of local activists, reporters, columnists, and 
law enforcement members officials. 

Dr. Cephas Archie, Chief Equity Officer for the City of Rochester, led a discussion 
titled Pushing for a Better Democracy, honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy and 
contributions to the Civil Rights Movement, and acknowledging the current dangers to 
American democracy.  

A Human Trafficking 101 virtual presentation was designed to educate college students 
about Human Trafficking. Discussion topics included: what is human trafficking, how 
to spot it, how to stop it, and how to join the fight.

March
The Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion along with SUNY Erie SGA and the 
Honors Program hosted a virtual presentation titled The Enduring Legacy of Brown 
featuring Dr. Waldo Emerson Martin Jr.

April 
Diversity Academy hosted a campus-wide Healing Dialogue & Reflection for faculty/
staff and students on Friday, April 30th after the trial verdict for the death of George 
Floyd. Panelists included Rene Petties-Jones of the National Federation for Just 
Communities of WNY, Inc. and Minister, Dr. Melany J. Silas, of Rochester, NY.

August
The annual Summer Book Read featured The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone 
and How We Can Prosper Together. Facilitated by Professors Marianne Partee and Jason 
Steinitz, the discussion focused on the book’s explanation of why the economy fails the 
American public so often from a financial perspective and public infrastructure. 
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Around Campus
SUNY Erie, County Officials Dedicate Building to STEM Workers
Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz joined SUNY Erie Community College Interim 
President William Reuter on Friday, September 25, 2020 for a formal dedication of 
SUNY Erie’s Center for STEM Studies recognizing STEM workers and students in 
the region for their commitment to community safety and advancement. Erie County 
Legislature Chairwoman April Baskin, Erie County Legislators Jeanne Vinal and Frank 
Todaro, Town of Amherst Supervisor Brian Kulpa. SUNY Erie Immediate Past Chair 
Len Lenihan, Board Vice Chairman Jeff Stone, and Trustee Carrie Phillips and SUNY 
Erie Foundation Board Member Paul Lamanna were also in attendance at this event.

The state-, county- and SUNY Erie-
funded project, located on the North 
Campus and officially opened to start 
the Spring 2018 semester, provides 
approximately 57,000 square feet of 
facility space for labs, prep rooms and 
support spaces for the College’s Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and Engineering 

Science programs, as well as shared instructional spaces, collaborative study spaces,  
a tutoring center and faculty offices.

Interim President Reuter said the idea to dedicate the building to STEM workers 
seemed a natural fit for the community. “We have experienced an unprecedented time 
in the throes of global pandemic, resulting in expressions of gratitude to workers on 
the front-line of keeping our communities safe,” he said. “This facility is intended 
to train current and future generations of STEM workers to make a significant 
contribution to our society, during times of calm and crisis.”
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County support was paramount to the successful completion of this 
project, allowing recent alumni to enter the workforce to assist the 
community’s fight and recovery over the past few months.

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz said, “STEM workers are at the forefront 
of keeping our communities safe during the COVID-19 pandemic and they do 
tremendous work every day. Today we dedicate this STEM building to them as a 
symbol of our appreciation for the work they do and to underscore our commitment to 
providing a high-quality STEM education to the workforce of tomorrow.” 

The first new building constructed on the North Campus in recent history, the Center 
for STEM Studies achieved LEED Gold Certification in 2019. An important goal of 
the project was to transform the campus and foster a sense of energy and activity. The 
campus largely untouched since it’s inception in 1960 was recently identified as eligible 
for National Register historic status. As a result, the design of the STEM Building was 
developed to be sensitive to the scale and materials of the existing campus buildings, 
and respectful of the original campus plan.
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Chancellor Malatras Visits North Campus
SUNY Chancellor James Malatras visited the North Campus on September 3 to learn 
about the College’s reopening plans. The Chancellor and SUNY Trustee Eunice Lewin 
met with Interim President Bill Reuter, County Executive Mark Poloncarz, Board 
Chair Danise Wilson, Trustee Len Lenihan, and Student Trustee Travis Poling, as well 
as other members of the College’s leadership team, collective bargaining units, and 
student body to learn about preparations to return to primarily in-person classes. The 
group also toured the STEM building with Dr. Shauna Pandolfino, Professor and Chair 
of Chemistry and Bill Nichols, Bio-Manufacturing Technology Instructor, and the 
Nanotechnology Wing with Tony Dalessio, Electrical Engineering Technology
Professor.  
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Commencement and Annual Award Winners 
SUNY Erie’s 2021 Commencement took place virtually for the second consecutive year 
as the College and the community began to recover from the effects of the pandemic. 

2021 President’s Medal

The 2021 President’s Medal was presented to Malika Sultonova, a Natural Sciences 
student, who embodies the qualities of leadership, character, and commitment to 
service.

As an international student from Tajikistan, Malika credits the staff at SUNY Erie 
for helping her to become the best version of herself, and for teaching her the skills 
to become a successful student. To expand her learning opportunities outside of the 
classroom, Malika actively engaged in campus clubs and organizations like Student 
Government and the International Student’s club, in addition to volunteering for 
local groups like the Red Cross. She transferred to the University at Buffalo to study 
Biotechnology. 

2021 All-New York Academic Awards

USA Today and Phi Theta Kappa-the sponsors of the All-New York Academic 
Awards-recognized and encourage academic achievement. Phi Theta Kappa provides 
opportunities for individual growth and development by participating in honors, 
leadership, service, and fellowship programming. 

This year, seven SUNY Erie students were among the students chosen statewide to 
represent SUNY’s two-year community colleges’ best and brightest. The nominees are 
ranked and placed onto academic teams to compete for individual $5,000 scholarships, 
or on a track to receive $100,000 in total scholarship awards. 

This year’s awardees were: Allison P. Barnas, Early Childhood Education; Travis Poling, 
Nursing; Ahmad Ramiz, Liberal Arts and Sciences; Sarah Swiecicki, Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; Katie Bars, Dental Hygiene; Milijana Gajic, Liberal Arts & Science-General 
Studies; and Ricky Riley, Liberal Arts and Sciences.
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She Speaks…Her Story In Her Words
In In honor of Women’s History Month in March, SUNY Erie 

Student Engagement in partnership with the SUNY Erie Student 
Government Association hosted a virtual series called “She Speaks-
Her Story in Her Words”. On Wednesdays throughout the month, a 
speaker engaged, inspired, and motivated students by sharing their 

story of success. This year speakers included then Lieutenant Governor and current 
Governor Kathy Hochul and Erie County Legislature Chairwoman April Baskin.

2021 Veteran Service Award
The SUNY Erie Veteran’s Achievement Award is presented to a 
student veteran or Reservist who has demonstrated strong 
academic and personal achievement. While selected for individual 
accomplishment, the recipient represents the long tradition service 

to our community and nation of the almost 70,000 military affiliated 
students who have attended SUNY Erie through the years. 

The 2021 Veterans Achievement Award recipient was Danielle Nichols, a General 
Studies Major with a 4.0 Cumulative GPA. Danielle joined the United States Coast 
Guard just a few months prior to the 9/11 attacks and immediately found herself 
protecting our great nation as a member of a member of Coast Guard Aviation. 
Entering college as a nontraditional student, she embraced the Coast Guard motto 
“Semper Paratus…Always Prepared” as she began her studies. She credits the discipline 
and devotion instilled by her service as the foundation for her success as a student, but 
more importantly as a Gold Star wife who strives every day to set the example for her 
son of what hard work can achieve. Danielle will be transferring to the University at 
Buffalo to complete a Business Degree.  

     Nursing graduates 
on the frontlines.
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Dr. Stephanie Scharmach
Chemistry Instructor

Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Professional Service

Dave Usinski
Mathematics Professor
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Teaching

Cheryl Dudziak
Senior Payroll Clerk
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Classified Service 

2021 Chancellor’s Award for Excellence
Three members of SUNY Erie’s faculty and staff received  
the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 2021.



SUNY ERIE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Annual Report 2020-202112

Appointed Interim Provost
SUNY Erie Community College appointed Dr. Adiam Tsegai as the College’s Interim 
Provost effective July 3, 2021. Dr. Tsegai had previously held the position of Associate 
Vice President for Academic Affairs of Health Sciences, Engineering and Technologies.

“I am happy to announce the appointment of Dr. Adiam Tsegai to Interim Provost at 
SUNY Erie,” Interim President Bill Reuter said. “Dr. Tsegai has worked diligently over 
the past few years to advance high quality academic standards, diversity, and access 
at SUNY Erie. There is no one better suited to take on the role of the Chief Academic 
Officer at the College.”

Dr. Tsegai joined SUNY Erie as the Dean of Engineering and Technologies in 2018 and 
was promoted to her current position of Associate Vice President in January 2021. 

“As a first-generation college student, enrolling at SUNY Erie provided an opportunity 
to access higher education with a community atmosphere. My experience and degree 
from the college provided me with the foundation and confidence to advance both 
my education and career.  I am honored to accept the role of Interim Provost with 
a commitment to providing the best possible education and training to prepare our 
students for their next steps.” Tsegai said.

Prior to her time at SUNY Erie, Tsegai held positions of increasing rank at the Bryant 
and Stratton College from 2002-2018. 

In addition to earning her Associate Degree in Liberal Arts and Social Science from 
SUNY Erie, Dr. Tsegai received her B.A. in Psychology and African American Studies, 
her M.Ed. in General Education, and her Ph.D. in Educational and Leadership Policy 
and Social Foundations from the University at Buffalo.

Dr. Adiam Tsegai

Academics
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SUNY Erie Launches a New Program Focused  
on Cannabis Studies
SUNY Erie launched a new track in Cannabis Studies for the Fall 2021 semester as part 
of its Biotechnological Studies degree program. 

“The expanding cannabis industry coupled with the legalization of recreational 
marijuana in New York State make this an ideal time to launch the new program,” said 
Interim President William Reuter. “We expect cannabis knowledge and education to 
be in high demand for the foreseeable future, and this program will help to train the 
region’s workforce.”

The SUNY Erie program will produce well rounded graduates with laboratory skills 
transferrable to many positions within this fast-growing industry. Graduates will seek 
positions as industrial cannabis technicians whose responsibilities include equipment 
operation, product quality control, and pest management. Graduates can also work as 
a quality inspector to maintain compliance with health, safety and potency standards. 
The curriculum also instills knowledge of horticulture, botany and pest management, 
enabling graduates to work in cultivation positions.

“We are excited to provide workforce members to the cannabis community in Erie 
County. This program is very different than others within the SUNY system as it 
concentrates on finished products that can be produced from cannabis,” said Instructor 
William Nichols. 

Although cannabis will not be grown as part of the program, students will learn the 
basics of plant horticulture and handling cut plant tissue. Courses in the Cannabis 
track include but are not limited to Intro to the Biotechnology of Cannabis Science, 
Quality Control Science, Regulatory Compliance, Practical Horticulture, Production of 
Cannabis Products, and many other courses concentrating on laboratory techniques. 
Each science course also has an active learning lab.

The Radiation Therapy Technology program achieved 
reaccreditation in June 2021. The accreditation term is 8 years 
with the next scheduled review in June 2029. The program is 
accredited through the Joint Review Committee on Education in 
Radiologic Technology. 

Program Accreditations
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SUNY Erie Nursing Students Achieve Perfect Pass Rate on 
Licensure Exam, Programs Rank Among the Top in NYS
SUNY Erie Community College’s City and North Campus Nursing programs achieved 
perfect pass rates on National Council Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses 
(NCLEX-RN) for the first three quarters of 2020. Additionally, both programs have 
ranked among the top 10 in New York State with RegisteredNursing.org - a nursing 
advocacy organization.

The 100% pass rate at each campus is higher than the passing rates for both the state 
and the nation. 84.9% of nursing students passed the NCLEX-RN exam in New York, 
while just over 83% passed nationwide over that same three quarter time period. The 
Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN), which is the College’s 
nursing accrediting body, requires an 80% pass rate for the programs to maintain their 
accreditation. 

SUNY Erie’s Executive Dean of Nursing, Dr. Patricia Losito, RN, MS, ANP, attributes 
the programs’ exam success rate to the dedication of the students to their chosen field. 
“I could not be more proud of our students on their acheievement. Their hard work 
and dedication to the nursing profession is evident in their success,” Dr. Losito said.

On its 2020 list of the best nursing schools in New York, RegisteredNursing.org 
ranked the SUNY Erie City Campus program second in the state, with the North 



15SUNY ERIE COMMUNITY COLLEGE Annual Report 2020-2021

Campus program ranked at number 8. The SUNY Erie program rankings are second 
in the region only to the University at Buffalo, and are well above that of the nursing 
programs at the three other regional community colleges.

SUNY Erie Interim President William Reuter notes that the SUNY Erie programs 
benefit from the strength of its faculty who are seasoned veterans in their field. “Our 
faculty and staff are second to none, and work tirelessly to ensure that our students are 
fully prepared for the rigors of the exam, as well as the profession,” Reuter said. “The 
pass rates and recognition of our programs as among the best in the State reinforce 
what we already know; that SUNY Erie’s Nursing programs provide a first rate 
experience for our students.”  

The NCLEX-RN data is based on the number of students who took the exam between 
January 1 and September 30, 2020. A total of ninety-four (94) students completed 
SUNY Erie’s programs and sat for the licensing exams this year.

SUNY Erie Community College’s Occupational Therapy 
Assistant program achieved a perfect pass rate on the National 
Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) exam 
for 2020. The 100% first time new graduate and new graduate 
pass rate is higher than the passing rates for both the state and 
the nation.

Perfect Pass Rate
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2020-21 Athletic Summary
The 2020-21 SUNY Erie Community College athletic season was stopped before it 
even started on June 24, 2020 when it was announced there would be no athletic 
activities in the fall semester due to the Covid pandemic. Not long after, all Region 3 
schools and most of the country followed suit.

However, with more knowledge of the virus and Covid testing in place, athletics 
returned to the college in the spring. Not all teams played. There were virtual 
competitions and masks became a new part of every teams’ uniform. However, Erie 
athletic teams brought a semblance of normalcy back to campus.

The swimming and diving teams, bowling teams and volleyball team were the first 
student-athletes to compete and each had postseason success. 

Volleyball won its first-ever Region 3 championship and competed in the NJCAA East 
District Championship Tournament. Freshman Aurora Davis was named the Region 3 
Player of the Year and was a First Team Academic All-American.

The women’s and men’s swimming and diving teams finished fifth and seventh, 
respectively, at the NJCAA Championships. The men’s team won the Al Zamsky Award 
as the top non-scholarship team at the meet, and freshman Mason Rose was selected as 
the Men’s Non-Scholarship Swimmer of the Meet.

The bowling teams competed virtually throughout the season. They never saw their 
opponents but a different oil pattern each week kept the season challenging and 
interesting. The men’s team did travel to the NJCAA Championship in Lansing, MI 
where it finished in 10th place. Freshman Cameron Stark took 10th in the All-Events 
competition.
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Long-time Erie baseball skipper Joe Bauth picked up his 1,000th 
coaching win during the Spring 2021 semester. The milestone win 
for the NJCAA Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Famer came 
in the second game of a doubleheader against Genesee on April 18. 
The Kats would go on to post a 21-18 record and finished third at the 
Region 3 Championship Tournament.

Postseason play continues to be a regular occurrence for the Erie 
softball team under Head Coach Marissa Pullo. The Kats finished the 
regular season with a 10-10 record before falling to Herkimer in the 
opening round of the regional tournament. Freshman pitcher Alyssa 
Quagliana led the country with a .686 batting average.

Lasting Memories and Lifetime Connections

It has been nearly 40 years since John Beilein coached the 
Kats basketball team. Yet, for Beilein, his former coaches and 
his players, the memories are as vivid as if they happened 
yesterday. That was the theme of the mini-reunion the group 
held at the home of former player Dan Keane this summer.

They have all come a long way since those days. The former 
players are now working professionals, fathers and, in 
some cases, grandfathers. Beilein went on to become the 
winningest coach in the University of Michigan’s history 
and is currently the Senior Player Development Advisor for 
the Detroit Pistons of the National Basketball Association 
(NBA). 

The group’s connection heightened virtually last summer, 
when one of them fell ill and was in need of support. And, 
from there, the idea of the reunion grew. It was a day filled 
with laughter and memories. They celebrated all they had 
achieved and the strength they gained from these lifelong 
friendships. The former player who fell ill was among the 
group that met in person this summer, and he expressed 
nothing but gratitude for the support from his “brothers”.

It’s been almost 40 years since they stepped on the court 
together, but the energy that day told a different story. It’s 
clear SUNY Erie and #KatsPride made a lasting impression.
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SUNY Erie President, Board Chair Recognize 
Judge Lenora Foote-Beavers for Supporting 
Student Technology Needs

SUNY Erie Community College Interim President William Reuter, SUNY Erie Board 
Chair Danise Wilson and SUNY Erie Foundation Executive Director Christopher 
Musialowski recognized Buffalo City Court Judge Lenore Foote-Beavers for her 
support of the new student technology fund at the College during a special ceremony 
at City Campus on February 22.

Judge Foote-Beavers had previously been honored as a 2020 Woman of Distinction 
and through that honor selected the SUNY Erie Student Technology Fund as the 
recipient of a $1,000 directed donation funded by Lake Shore Savings Bank. Scott T. 
Swan, Assistant Vice President/Regional Branch Sales Manager and Jessica Martinez, 
Assistant Branch Sales Manager from Lake Shore Savings Bank were also in attendance 
to present a check to the SUNY Erie Foundation.

Interim President Reuter said that “the effects of this pandemic on our students has 
been overwhelming, and our Deans of Students identified technology as an area where 
many of our students have the greatest need outside of classroom support. We created 
the Student Technology Fund in response to that.”

The fund is designed to provide mobile hotspots free of charge to students who lack 
the necessary technology at home to complete their coursework.

“Recognizing the ongoing needs of our students, the SUNY Erie Board of Trustees has 
decided to match Judge Foote-Beavers generous donation to the student technology 
fund,” Chairwoman Wilson said. In addition to the Board’s matching donation, the 
college’s deans of students hosted a Quarantini virtual fundraiser in December that 
raised an additional $1,780 toward this fund.

Interim President Reuter noted that the College has raised almost $9,000 in total to 
support this fund.
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Patrick P. Lee Foundation Scholarship
 
The Patrick P. Lee Foundation has two main missions in higher education: to 
assist students from middle income households leave school with minimal 
debt, specifically in the areas of engineering and other technical fields; and to 
help students who are pursuing careers in mental health to address the critical 
shortage in that field. 

To that end, the Patrick P. Lee Foundation provided scholarships to eight 
SUNY Erie students for the 2020-2021 academic year: Kelly Burr, Occupational 
Therapy Assistant; Kimberly Laurenza, Radiation Therapy Technology; Grayson 
Gasiecki, Automotive Technology; Cortney Wiedemann, Occupational Therapy 
Assistant; Emily Hayes, Radiation Therapy Technology; Ashley Ziminski, 
Occupational Therapy Assistant; Claire Malicki, Occupational Therapy 
Assistant; and Jennifer Butt-Tronolone, Occupational Therapy Assistant. Jane 
Mogavero, Patrick P. Lee Foundation CEO, joined our Radiation Tech students 
Kimberly Laurenza and Emily Hanes students on campus to present them with 
their scholarships earlier this year. 

The Erie Community College 
Foundation Welcomes

 New Executive Director
 
When Christopher Musialowski 
joined the Erie Community College 

Foundation as its new Executive Director in early 
2021, he recognized two things. The College, like the 
rest of the region, was still feeling the effects of the 
pandemic but was looking forward to returning to 
a sense of normalcy. And this College community is 
passionate in its support of students.

With more than ten years of experience working in 
fundraising, Christopher brings a full understanding 
and passion for communications and donor engagement 
and hopes to channel that into support for students. 
“As the new Executive Director of the Foundation, I want to 
say how excited I am to be here at this pivotal time for SUNY 
Erie. It is my goal to share all the great things that are happening 
here, so, together, we can have a positive impact on the students of 
SUNY Erie,” he said.
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#SUNYErie75
On April 4, 1946, the Legislature of the State of New York established the New York 
State Institute of Applied Arts and Sciences at Buffalo. It was part of the Regent’s 
Post-War Plan plan and 1 of 5 schools. They were in New York City, White Plains, 
Binghamton, Utica and our school in Buffalo. That school is now known as SUNY Erie 
Community College.

Then: On January 27, 1949, the Pierce Arrow Building was dedicated as the original 
school building.

Now: Today, the campus has grown to three full campuses, with additional academic 
locations in Orchard Park (Vehicle Tech) and the City of Buffalo (Northland).

Then: The college originally offered 8 academic programs. Construction Technology, 
Dental Hygiene, Electrical Technology, Mechanical Technology, Food Service 
Administration, Chemical Technology, Metallurgical Technology and Optical 
Technology.

Now: Today, SUNY Erie offers more than 80 degree and certificate programs that lead 
directly to the workforce or to a 4-year transfer path.
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Then:  College Athletics began in the spring of 1948 with  
3 sports: baseball, golf and lacrosse. 

Now: Today, 17 varsity sports compete in the National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA). Many of our athletes go on 
to compete at 4-years institutions and/or professional levels.

Then:  A symbol of the office of the presidency is the 
mace. SUNY Erie’s mace was created in 1966 by the 

Kittinger Furniture Company and has the name of 
each president inscribed on it.

Now: SUNY Erie expects to welcome the 
13th president in the College’s history in 2022. 
The new president will take the reigns from 
Interim from Interim President Bill Reuter who 
returned to SUNY Erie in 2017.

      View our 75th Anniversary History Timeline at 
www.ecc.edu/SUNYErie75 
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